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Please Join us at our Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, August 16, 2022 at 7:00 PM, Eastern Time
Our meeting will be brought to you via Zoom.
Members will receive an email in a few days with an invitation and registration link.
Non-members are asked to email us at info@capecodgenealogy.org
to receive a registration link.

Sharing Your Family History with Microsoft Word
Discover how to harness the features
of this powerful word processor to make writing and sharing
your family stories an easy process.
Michael J. Leclerc is a well-known professional genealogist who teaches
family historians around the world. He worked in various capacities at New
England Historic Genealogical Society for seventeen years and spent four years
at Mocavo and FindMyPast before founding Genealogy Professor to provide
high-quality learning experiences for genealogists. He has been a member of
the teaching team in Boston University’s genealogy courses for more than a
decade.
He is co-editor, with Henry B. Hoff, FASG, of Genealogical Writing in the 21st
Century: A Guide to Register Style and More, Second Edition; editor of the
fifth edition of the seminal guidebook Genealogist's Handbook for New
England Research; and author of the chapter on “Crafting Family Histories” in
Professional Genealogy: Preparation, Practice, and Standards. Most recently, he published the first book
in a multi-volume series, Benjamin Franklin’s Family, tracing the ancestors and descendants of the
Franklins. He is formerly managing editor of the Association of Professional Genealogists Quarterly,
contributing editor for American Ancestors, and consulting editor for the New England Historical and
Genealogical Register.
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Message from the New CCGS President
Judy Fenner
Thank you for electing me as President of the Cape Cod Genealogical Society. I
consider it an honor and hope that together we can continue “Building Families
Through Genealogy” as we embark on the next fifty years. Thanks to Walter’s
able leadership, the Society has embarked on several new and challenging
projects; with your help and support these will all continue. New ideas are always
welcome. I am looking forward to working with all the officers and members to
make these next two years productive and pleasant.
Our members are our most important resource and your involvement is the key to our success as a
thriving Society. Our common excitement in the search for our ancestors bonds us. Help is always
needed and the following are some opportunities for making our programs successful:
❖ Volunteers are needed to assist at the library (or virtually) to guide patrons in their
searches or be present to assist walk-ins. If you can give even an hour every few
weeks at the Dennis Public Library it will help.
❖ Our upcoming “1950 United States Census Party” event (please see page 9) will
need assistants to help with various tasks. Please sign up when the details of what
is needed are posted.
Kathy Kaldis has some wonderful programs planned for our monthly meetings and we are glad so
many are joining in. Future programs are listed in this newsletter and I look forward to seeing you
on Zoom.
The search for our ancestors is an exciting adventure and is even more exciting when shared. Let
us all work toward making the beginning of the next fifty years exciting for all.
Judy
President@capecodgenealogy.org
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Cape Cod Genealogical Society
Board of Directors 2022-2023
OFFICERS
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Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer

Walter Murphy
Judy Jones
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Director at Large
Director at Large
Director at Large

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Kathy Kaldis
David Martin
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Carolyn Weiss
Kathy Kaldis
Kathy Kaldis
TBD
Kathy Kaldis
L. Ray Sears

Library
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Membership
Publications
Communications
Program
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Technology

Mailing address:
Cape Cod Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 1394
Harwich, MA 02645
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Special Announcement
From Computer SIG Leader, Bob Oppenheim
Say hello to Amy Cohen. Schedule permitting, you will meet her at the upcoming meeting
of the Computer Users’ SIG on September 13th. What’s so unusual about Amy?
Check out her genealogy blog at:
www.brotmanblog.com
It's hosted by WordPress (remember my attempt to build a website on WordPress?).
What I found interesting is that her blog has connected her to “cousins”
who Googled a relative’s name and found Amy’s blog
because their relative was also Amy’s relative and
Amy had written about them in her blog.
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Program Summary, July 19, 2022
Written by David Martin

IDPFs Dying
to be Viewed
with
Lori Berdak Miller

From a genealogical viewpoint, the IDPFs can
provide valuable family-history information on such
topics as:
• Name
• Birth date and place
• Religion
• Marriage information
• Death date and place
• Circumstances of death
• Parents’ names
• Names of other family members,
including siblings
• Correspondence from the military
unit’s chaplain
• Inventory of personal effects
• Eye-witness accounts of the death
• Autopsy report
• Photographs of the deceased,
sometimes with other family
members.

Lori Miller provided important insights into a littleknown and little-used genealogical resource—the
National Archives Individual Deceased Personnel
Files (IDPF). Housed largely at the St. Louis
Personnel Records Center, the records relate to
anyone who has died while in service since World
War I, down to the present day. A 1973 Fire at the
Archives there destroyed about 18 million records
of personnel who were mostly in branches of the
Air Force, and thus the IDPFs are an important
substitute record. Some burnt files have been
reconstructed.
The Quartermaster Corps of the military has
specially trained personnel who carry out the work
of arranging for the deceased’s remains to be buried
or sent home, making complete records, and
notifying next-of-kin, among other duties. There is
a high degree of stress involved in this work, and
some Quartermaster personnel have PTSD as a
result.

A book was recommended, entitled Final
Disposition of World War II Dead, which provides
useful information for family members of a serving
military member who died in that war. Another
resource is the American Battle Monuments
Commission (ABMC), which is in charge of
overseas burials. Their website for searches is
abmc.gov.

When a member of a military unit dies while in
service, several options must be considered:
•

•
•
•
•

What family member has control over the
disposition of the body (e.g., parents or
spouse)?
What should be done with the deceased’s
personal effects?
Where will the body or the remains be
buried?
Will a military escort be provided for the
return of the remains?
How should contact be made with the nextof-kin?

Currently, the U.S. Army records for deceased
military whose surnames are A through L are at the
St. Louis archives, while those whose surnames are
M through Z are still at Fort Knox; efforts are being
made to bring the latter half to St. Louis also.
For requests for the records of someone who died
while in service, one fills out Form 180, and then
must obtain the date of death, perhaps using a
search tool such as Find a Grave, for the time
period from 1940-1976; then the request is sent to
either St. Louis or Fort Knox. However, the records
of the Coast Guard, unlike all the other military
services, are not yet released. Sometimes a name of
4

the individual is needed; in that case, the date and
place of the particular battle is needed—the unit’s
Daily Morning Report may have that information;
then go to fill out the IDPF request. World War I
IDPFs are currently on-line.
Kathy Kaldis and Lori Berdak Miller as Host and
Speaker, working together to present this
program on Zoom from St. Louis.

Please note:
Speakers’ presentations are recorded and posted on the
Members’ Page of the CCGS website.
Want to hear that great presentation again?
Don’t tarry. Watch again and take notes.
Per some speakers’ contractual agreements,
the recordings are only available for thirty days.
A few recordings are permanent.

Member Thoughts Still Needed
As part of the 50th Anniversary Year of the Society, a special one-time Commemorative
Booklet is being prepared; it will have anecdotes, historical narratives, early members' names,
some photographs, thoughts about the meaning of this anniversary, and more. It is expected to
appear after the final anniversary event this year.
We would now invite all members to send in their thoughts and reflections about the
significance of this anniversary for the Society. One hundred words or less would be perfect.
For all who would like to contribute some thoughts, please send in care of David Martin
at davidmartindr@aol.com any time before September 15, 2022.
Also, contact David if you have any questions.
Thank you for considering this.
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Spring Journal 2022
Reprints of Photos
The Publications Committee would like to share enlarged prints for several different articles in the Spring 2022
issue of the Journal. The committee feels that the illustrations were printed in such a small size they would not
be fully understood by readers of the print version.
Please print out the following pages and include them with your copy of the Spring Journal on the appropriate
pages.
The first illustration is a map on page 42, with an article by William DeWitt Horrocks, entitled
Anthony Thacher and the Great Colonial Hurricane of 1635.
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The second two illustrations (documents) are found on page 50
with an article by Sherill Baldwin entitled:
Edward Ayres Jenney, a Whaler of New Bedford:
A Genealogical Sketch.
Figure 2 Commodore Rodgers’ Log Book
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Fig 3 Log book showing list of whale strikes

The fourth illustration is found on page 66 with
Mass. Moment entitled:
Mercy Otis Marries James Warren.
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Coming Up!
1950s Census Party
CCGS is concluding the year-long observance of its 50th Anniversary
with a 1950 census party.
When: Saturday, September 24th
Where: Dennis Public Library, Dennis Port
Time: 10 AM – 2 PM
You are invited to examine and research the 1950 census. Find your parents, grandparents, and extended
family. Perhaps this is the first census YOU are in! Bring your family to share in the fun of discovery – kids
are welcome. And refreshments (including a birthday cake) will be served.
We will be recording this event, so we will need volunteers to contribute to a full house and to help things
run smoothly. More specific details and opportunities will be announced shortly.
So, even if you can only come for a short time ……

Please Welcome
New Members
Patricia Christie
Joan Bonner
Karen Dafonte
Daniel Campbell-Benson
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SIGs – Special Interest Groups
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGs) are informal member gatherings for the purpose of
sharing information, research techniques, data, and references, regarding specific topics or
geographical areas.

The following is general information. Please email the SIG leader for further
information and/or to be added to their list to receive the email announcements for
meetings and handouts.
You may also visit our website at www.capecodgenealogy.org.

Cape Cod Families
capecodfamiliesSIG@capecodgenealogy.org
Leader Bebe Brock advises that all are working independently, and carefully following the on-going announcements from
Sturgis Library, whether open or not (where the group meets) and adhering to any mask requirements. If all goes well,
Bebe holds meetings on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 1:00 PM.

Computer Users
computerusersSIG@capecodgenealogy.org
Leader Bob Oppenheim holds a meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at 10:00 AM (except in July and August).
PRE-COVID, these meetings were held at the Dennis Public Library, 5 Hall Street, Dennis Port. We have been meeting
virtually using Zoom during COVID. The library has re-opened and we will eventually return to the library. When we do
re-convene, meetings will be simulcast on Zoom and all the Computer SIG members will receive an invitation to
participate virtually. Any changes to this arrangement will be emailed to the membership and published in the newsletter.

DNA
dnaSIG@capecodgenealogy.org
Leader Walter Murphy holds a Zoom meeting every other month on the first Tuesday at 1:30 PM. Prior to the Zoom
meeting, he sends out both an agenda and a Zoom invitation to register. This is an active group that typically attracts
participants of all levels of interest and expertise to each meeting. All sessions begin with a question-and-answer
roundtable discussion, divided into two sections: DNA 101 questions/problems followed by time for “old hands.” The
discussion period is followed by topics of interest.
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German
germanSIG@capecodgenealogy.org
Leader Ann Croston holds Zoom meetings on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 AM. Ann communicates via email
and on our Facebook page, Cape Cod Genealogical Society - German SIG, when items of interest come up.

Irish Research
irishresearchSIG@capecodgenealogy.org
Leader Pat Flaherty holds a Zoom meeting on the fourth Monday of the month at 10:00 AM, however, gatherings are
quarterly. Anyone with an interest in Irish genealogy is most welcome. We have members with lots of

experience who can help those with little experience. It is a good combination. Our sessions usually include a
presentation from a member on available records (either in the United States or in Ireland). We also share
strategies for finding those elusive Irish ancestors wherever they may be lurking. There is always time for good
discussions during which questions are answered and experiences are shared. Please contact Pat if you wish to
be added to her email list.

Writers
writersSIG@capecodgenealogy.org
Leader Pippa Dodd Ryan holds a Zoom meeting on the third Friday of the month at 10:00 AM. Anyone with an interest
in sharing their writing with the group regarding personal genealogy or about family members (including pets), anything
historical, current event topics, articles of personal satisfaction and more are most welcome. We explore many styles of
writing and narrative, even poetry and discovered family letters, as well as discuss the possibilities of publication.
Everyone is welcome to participate and share their work, writing tips and techniques. If you do not have anything to share,
join us anyway. You may become inspired!

Writing a short story
is better
than not writing a tall.
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Help Wanted!
The Journal team needs a technical editor.
Have you ever self-published? Your skills could help us!
The team needs someone who can handle the actual publishing steps with
the company Lulu.com, to print the semi-annual Journal.
Please consider joining us.
You will be given training for the spring 2023 issue, starting in December 2022.

Special Tip:
Visit the Members’ Page on the CCGS website.
Find the Archived Presentations and watch L. Ray Sears’ fascinating talk called

Publishing on Demand
January 19, 2021
Please also click on the link for his handout.
If interested, please contact David Martin for more information at
davidmartindr@aol.com
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Do you have a comment or suggestion?
Perhaps you would like to have an article considered for submission in the Newsletter?
If so, please drop an email to newsletter@capecodgenealogy.org.
Thank you,
Newsletter Editor, Pam Eaton

CCGS Calendar
Tuesday, August 16
Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
Michael Leclerc, CG
Sharing Your Family History with Microsoft Word

Tuesday, October 18
Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
Kathleen Kaldis
In Peace Time and War:
The United States Merchant Marines We Deliver the Goods!

Tuesday, September 20
Monthly Meeting 7:00 PM
Julie Roberts Szczepankiewicz
Finding Vital Records from Poland Online
Saturday, September 24
10 AM – 2 PM
1950s Census Party
Dennis Public Library

What do sea monsters eat?
Fish and Ships.
What do clams do on their birthdays?
Shellebrate.
Why don’t oysters share their pearls?
They’re shellfish.
Share these summer Cape Cod jokes with your grandchildren.

Wh
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