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Greetings! 
 

Please Join us at our Next Meeting 

Tuesday, October 19 at 10:00 AM, EDT via Zoom 

 

Members will receive more details before the meeting 

on how to register. 

 

Funeral Homes & Family History: They’re Dying to Meet You 

with Daniel Earl 

 
Just in time for Halloween and the spooky season!  

 

Most of us know to look in cemetery records but miss a valuable resource, the funeral 

home. This lecture looks at the history of funeral homes and the records they kept. We 

will also look at a case study showing the value of these historic and unique records. 

 

In Daniel Earl’s Words: I got my start in family history at age ten when my father took 

me to the grave of my great-grandfather. That sparked a lifetime of interest in family 

history. I have spent the last twenty-five years researching my own family history and 

helping others make history a part of their story.   

 

Daniel Earl has been associated with the following groups and organizations: 

 

National Genealogical Society 

Association of Professional Genealogists 

Association for Gravestone Studies 

Michigan Genealogical Council - Continuing Education Chair 

Mid-Michigan Genealogical Society - Vice President 

Hungarian Genealogical Society of Michigan - President 

The Next Gen Genealogy Network 

Virtual Genealogical Society 

International Society of Genetic Genealogy  

http://www.capecodgenealogy.org/
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A Message from the CCGS President, Walter Murphy 
 

Fall is definitely in the air. Believe it or not, I just ignited our new gas fireplace in order to take the “edge” off.  

Early returns suggest that it was money well spent. 

 

The Society’s big event in coming weeks will be the “All Things Cape Cod” Genealogy Day on October 16.  It 

is the second event in the on-going celebration of our Society’s 50th Anniversary. The line-up of speakers and 

topics is extraordinary – and it will be both virtual and free!  As I am sure you are aware by now, you do have to 

register. You received a virtual reminder with a registration link earlier this week; there is one on the home page 

of our website; there is a link in this Newsletter on page 4.  So please register and put the event on your calendar. 

Also, please help get the word out by printing up a few copies of the flier and post it on community boards at 

some of your local libraries, stores, banks, and places of worship. 

 

The other big news is that – after almost 19 months – our Genealogy Room at the Dennis Public Library will soon 

be open for business.  We have revived our status as a Family Search Affiliate Library; a generous corporate 

sponsor has donated two new computers; new Library Chair, Jo Anne Makely, has spear-headed an effort to clean 

up and organize the room itself. So, be alert for an announcement that our library is ready to welcome you back. 

 

As is the case every month, the calendar of upcoming programs at our monthly membership meetings can be 

found at the end of this issue.  Even though it is only October, I do want to jump ahead and remind everyone that 

December’s program will be our annual Member’s Share Meeting.  As a reminder, that is where – instead of an 

outside speaker – CCGS members share their successes (and disappointments) – and perhaps even heirlooms and 

artifacts – with fellow members.  I will remind you of this again next month, but my hope is that this will give 

everyone some extra time and some motivation to be a presenter at this special meeting. 

 

Keeping with the fall calendar, another “event” is fast approaching – the annual membership renewal period.  

Renewal notices will be sent during the first week of November (by email for most, by snail mail for some).  As 

usual, please respond promptly and continue to enjoy all the benefits of membership.  If you don’t plan to renew, 

please let me know why. If it is something that I can facilitate a remedy for, I will do my best to do so. I would 

be disappointed to see someone leave even as we celebrate the Society’s Golden Anniversary. 

 

Finally, as things begin to slow down a bit during the cooler fall months, remember that COVID does not slow 

down.  Stay warm, and please continue to stay Safe and to stay Healthy. 

 

Walter (wgmgenealogy@gmail.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Display at Brewster General Store 

Halloween 2020 

file:///C:/Users/Walter%20Murphy/Google%20Drive/CCGS/wgmgenealogy@gmail.com
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Board of Directors 2021-2022 

 

OFFICERS       DIRECTORS 

 
Walter Murphy            President   Ralph Ryall                                    Immediate Past President 
Kathy Kaldis                  Vice-President   Judy Jones                      Director at Large 

Judy Needham          Recording Secretary   Pam Eaton                         Director at Large 

Bebe Brock   Corresponding Secretary   L. Ray Sears                      Director at Large 

Nancy Daniels                           Treasurer   Brian O’Donnell                      Director at Large 
        L. Ray Sears   Communications Technology 
Mailing address:       Jo Anne Makely                                                     Library 
   Cape Cod Genealogical  Society     David Martin                   Education 
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   Harwich, MA 02645      Carolyn Weiss                                        Publications 
   www.capecodgenealogy.org     TBA       Publicity 

        Kathy Kaldis       Program 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Announcement 
 

The Plymouth Colony Registry of Deeds and Plymouth 400, Inc. have joined together to present a 

virtual tour of colonial records. This is a fascinating hour-long event full of colonial history 

information, featuring notable state and county speakers. Highlights include many firsts that took 

place in Plymouth Colony including the very first land deed, the first recorded trial by jury, the will 

of Myles Standish and many more. Please visit the following link: 

 

https://www.plymouthdeeds.org/home/news/registry-of-deeds-and-plymouth-400-production-of-

the-colonial-records-virtual-tour 

 

 

 

           
The class laughed when I sat down at the 

piano with my hands tied behind my back.  

They didn’t know I played by ear.  

 

Please Welcome New Members 

Robert & Anne Firth 

Penny Holeman 

Christopher Garrabrant 

Eileen Garrity 

 

Witches along Route 6A 

         Taking a Break          

           Brewster, MA 

 

http://www.capecodgenealogy.org/
https://www.plymouthdeeds.org/home/news/registry-of-deeds-and-plymouth-400-production-of-the-colonial-records-virtual-tour
https://www.plymouthdeeds.org/home/news/registry-of-deeds-and-plymouth-400-production-of-the-colonial-records-virtual-tour
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Join us for Cape Cod Genealogy Day! 
 

Please click on the following link to register.  

This is a free, one day, virtual event and everyone is welcome!  

Please pass this flier on to your friends and family. 

 

               https://www.eventbrite.com/e/genealogy-day-all-things-cape-cod-tickets-174283375267 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/genealogy-day-all-things-cape-cod-tickets-174283375267


5 
 

 

 

 

 

50th Anniversary Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings! 

 

The thermometer needs to grow up!!! 

 
Grant sponsors are more interested in participation than dollar amounts. So far, 

29.9% of our membership has donated. We have an ambitious hope that we will 

reach our goal of 80%. No matter what dollar amount you donate, please send your 

donation to:  

   Cape Cod Genealogical Society 

   P.O. Box 1394 

   Harwich, MA 02645 

 

Thank you! 
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Program Summary, September 21, 2021  
Written by David Martin 

The meeting recording is available for viewing 

in the Members Section of the CCGS website. 

www.capecodgenealogy.org  

 

All in a Day’s Work:  

Occupational Genealogical Research 

with Michael Strauss  

                                                       

Michael Strauss, professional 

genealogist, lectured about the 

various ways in which genealogists 

can obtain information on the 

occupations of their ancestors. 

Many sources are available. He indicated that in the 

past, as in the present day, people sometimes held 

multiple occupations during their working lives; 

also, changing of jobs was associated with moves of 

home location. 

 

The Federal Population Census is a valuable 

resource. It originally only asked about the 

occupations of males over the age of 16, but later 

included women. The first systematic census listing 

of occupations was in 1850. Non-population 

schedules can also be useful, as well as state 

censuses when they existed. Beginning with 20th 

century censuses, not only were occupations listed 

but also the particular industries as well. 

 

City Directories began in the late 1700s. Boston’s 

first was in 1789. Directories provide not only 

occupations, but in the 20th century also the 

addresses of places of work. City Directories are 

also a valuable substitute for the 1890 Federal 

Census, 97% of which was unfortunately destroyed 

by fire or water. Newspapers are useful in 

occupational research. Lists of jurors included the 

names of jurors’ occupations, and business licenses 

give similar information. Newspapers can be daily, 

semi-weekly, weekly, or monthly. 

 

Tax lists, available at town halls or county clerk 

offices, give occupations. In addition, these lists can 

contain bankruptcies, which contain occupational 

information. Social Security records, available after 

three years following a person’s death, provide 

information on occupation, beginning with the first 

registrants in 1935. 

 

Military Pension records began as early as the 

1740s for colonial wars, and consist of muster lists 

which give the person’s occupation before serving 

in the military. Between 1784 and 1811, a number 

of military actions occurred (e.g., Shay’s Rebellion) 

in which military forces were involved, and 

therefore records of their service can be found.  

 

Records of service from the American Revolution 

through the Vietnam War are available through the 

National Archives; one can find the occupations of 

veterans while in military service. The 1973 fire at 

the Records Center in St. Louis destroyed Army and 

Air Force records. Draft cards can also provide 

occupational information. 

 

Massachusetts is fortunate to have vital records 

dating back to 1841 and before. Birth records can 

list the occupations of the parents, and marriage 

records provide occupations of the couple. Death 

records, while listing the occupations of the 

deceased, are less reliable because someone other 

than the worker is providing the information.  

Court records with occupational information 

include property deeds, naturalizations, passport 

applications, and prison records. 

 

Maps, atlases, and gazetteers can provide locations 

of business. The Sanborn maps in particular (which 

ended in 1967), show color-coded drawings of 

business buildings in cities. Business records such 

as business licenses and credit reports can be useful; 

the Dun and Bradstreet directories are the best-

known compilations. 

 

The Internet sites of Ancestry, FamilySearch, 

Fold3, My Heritage, and Heritage Quest can 

provide occupational information. It was suggested 

that after doing occupational research, a genealogist 

could compile a resume of an ancestor by listing 

her/his various occupations throughout their careers.      

 

http://www.capecodgenealogy.org/
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SIGs – Special Interest Groups 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS (SIGs) are informal member gatherings for the purpose of sharing information, research 

techniques, data and references, regarding specific topics or geographical areas. For more information, please email the SIG 

leader or visit our website at www.capecodgenealogy.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cape Cod Families 

Leader Bebe Brock crosby1635@gmail.com advises that all are working independently, and carefully watching for the 

announcement that Sturgis Library will open (where the group meets). If all goes well, Bebe will soon begin holding 

meetings there, post-COVID on the 4th Tuesday of the month.    

 

Computer Users  

Leader Bob Oppenheim roppen@msn.com holds a meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at 10:00 AM (except in 

July and August). When the library reopens, post-COVID, the meeting will be held at the Dennis Public Library, 5 Hall 

Street, Dennis Port. Meetings held at the library will be simulcast on Zoom and all of the SIG members will get an 

invitation to join us on Zoom, just like we have been doing. Any changes to this arrangement will be emailed to the 

membership and published in the Newsletter, time permitting.  

 

The next Computer SIG will be held on Tuesday, October 12 at 10:00 AM. Our 

member, David Martin, will begin with a brief overview of our new basic 

genealogy course that he is leading. One course is underway and a second will be 

held early next year. Then, I, Bob Oppenheim, will speak about “gathering, 

recording and documenting genealogical evidence” and the role played by Family 

Tree Maker software in the process.  
 

DNA 
Leader Walter Murphy wgmgenealogy@gmail.com holds a Zoom meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at 1:30 

PM. He sends out an agenda and a Zoom invitation to register for each session. This is an active group that typically 

attracts participants of all levels of interest and expertise to each meeting. All sessions begin with a question-and-answer 

roundtable discussion, divided into two sections: DNA 101 questions/problems followed by time for “old hands.”  

 

The next DNA SIG will be held on Tuesday, October 5 at 1:30 PM.  The group 

will review “DNA Beginnings: How Many Matches Do I Have?” This is the 

second in a series of blogs published by Roberta Estes of DNAeXplained.com 

fame.  This will be followed by a discussion, “Genetic Geography,” and then a 

review of what Walter refers to as the “Murphy DNA Marker.”  There should be 

something for everyone! The group is in need of some new ideas. So please join 

this SIG and add a fresh voice. 

 

http://www.capecodgenealogy.org/
mailto:crosby1635@gmail.com
mailto:roppen@msn.com
mailto:wgmgenealogy@gmail.com
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1932_Walter_M._Gaffney_Map_of_Cape_Cod,_Massachusetts_-_Geographicus_-_CapeCod-gaffney-1932.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PC_template.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nucleic_acid_double_helix
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Flag_of_Germany_(3-2_aspect_ratio).svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://bilingualsite.blogspot.com/2012_03_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quill
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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German  
Leader Ann Croston acroston125@comcast.net holds Zoom meetings on the first Tuesday of the month at 10:00 AM. 

Ann communicates via email and on our Facebook page, Cape Cod Genealogical Society - German SIG, when items of 

interest come up.  

 

The next German SIG will be held on Tuesday, October 5 at 10:00 AM. We will 

share welcomes and announcements after this summer and meeting topics will 

include: New Summer Discoveries, Sharing our Queries and Sharing our Family 

Story Projects. Everyone is welcome to share with the group: a success, a brick 

wall, websites that are helpful, genealogy books/resources, questions, Facebook 

updates.  
 

Irish Research 
Leader Pat Flaherty patcarolegenealogy@gmail.com holds a Zoom meeting on the fourth Monday of the month at 10:00 

AM. Anyone with an interest in Irish genealogy is most welcome. We have members with lots of experience 

who can help those with little experience. It is a good combination. Our sessions usually include a presentation 

from a member on available records (either in the United States or in Ireland). We also share strategies for 

finding those elusive Irish ancestors wherever they may be lurking. There is always time for good discussions 

during which questions are answered and experiences are shared. 
 

The next Irish SIG will be held on Monday, October 25 at 10:00 AM.  
 

 

Writers 

Leader Pippa Dodd Ryan pippa.doddryan@gmail.com holds a Zoom meeting on the third Friday of the month at 10:00 

AM. Anyone with an interest in sharing their writing with the group regarding personal genealogy or about family 

members (including pets), anything historical, current event topics, articles of personal satisfaction and more are most 

welcome. We explore many styles of writing and narrative, even poetry and discovered family letters, as well as discuss 

the possibilities of publication. Everyone is welcome to participate and share their work, writing tips and techniques. If 

you do not have anything to share, join us anyway. You may become inspired! 

 

The next Writers SIG will be held on Friday, October 15 at 10:00 AM. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:acroston125@comcast.net
mailto:patcarolegenealogy@gmail.com
mailto:pippa.doddryan@gmail.com
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A Blast from the Past 

January 1987 Meeting Recap 

 

Photographs and Their Preservation 

with Edward R. Lilley 

 

Found in the (Archived) Bulletin, Vol XIII, No. 2 
 

The members of the Society who attended the 15 January 1987 meeting were fortunate to hear a talk by Mr. 

Edward R. Lilley of E.R. Lilley Photography, 500 Main Street, Harwich Port, Massachusetts. What follows is a 

distillation of the main points of his talk.  

 

Photography is a relatively recent method of recording data as the first photographic process was invented in 

1831. Photography did not become practical until 1839. 

 

Daguerreotypes, which are reverse images and are the original images, were sharp and delicate silver images 

on copper plates. These were the earliest photographs with the first commercial ones appearing in 1839. Photo 

studios opened about 1840. In order to get a picture, a person had to sit still for up to 10 minutes. 

 

Talbotypes were invented in England in 1839 and were negatives on soft paper. 

 

Glass plate negatives started to be used in 1847. These plates had to be coated with emulsion, exposed while 

still tacky and developed immediately, an exacting and cumbersome process. Thus, they were expensive, 

particularly for prints. 

 

Ambrotypes are glass negatives which have been slightly bleached and are backed by black paper. They were 

very popular and were placed in cases for protection. Exposure times were from 30 seconds to one minute, thus 

there are very few photos of children, since they could not sit still for any period of time. 

 

Gelatin-backed film came in 1871 and was common by 1878. This is when serious amateur photography 

began. 

 

Tintypes were gelatin negatives backed by shiny metal and protected by heavy lacquer. 

 

In 1880, gas-light papers were invented and faster printing was possible 

 

Eastman came out with his camera already loaded with film in 1890 and in 1895, the paper-backed roll film 

was in use. 

 

The use of platinum to make prints came in around the turn of the century, but demand for platinum during 

World War I and after drove the price of platinum up and brought an end to its use for photography. 

 

Color slide film came into use in 1935 and color print film in 1940. Color prints made in the 1950s are now 

turning yellow because the film was a new material and unstable. Some of these pictures have already shifted 

color dramatically. 
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The problem with photography is the stability of the image. The sulphides in the air attack the silver in prints 

and pictures will turn black.  

 

Daguerreotypes have a stable image but the silver will tarnish. However, they can be cleaned. Ambrotypes are 

silver images but they were put in sealed cases. However, if the edges were not sealed properly, air would seep 

in and spoil the picture. 

 

Sepia prints have a brownish cast and have all of the silver bleached out. They will last. 

 

Black and white prints are fading because they were not “washed” enough during the finishing process to stop 

the chemical reaction which formed the image. 

 

The ultra-violet portion of sunlight and fluorescent light will fade photographs rapidly. For those historical 

pictures that you have, use special ultra-violet glass or spray with lacquer which has an ultra-violet inhibiter in 

it. 

 

Fungus, which thrives in warm, humid weather, will actually eat color photos. 

 

You should have your really important family photos copied now by a photographer who understands the 

effects of the various elements on the images. Then, place them in a safety deposit box at a bank where the 

atmosphere is controlled. A good copyist can work around some conditions by using filters. Every case is 

different and as there is considerable hand work involved, costs will vary depending on the amount of time 

required. Color photos can be changed to black and white and thus preserve the information. 

 

Enclosing photographs in ordinary plastic may do more harm than good. Plastics are changing rapidly and their 

chemical content is unknown. Some of the early laminates are causing problems. 

 

If possible, you should use archival or acid free paper albums to store your special family photographs. Placing 

photographs in acid free paper envelopes or between sheets of acid free paper will help. 

 

   

Special Note: Edward R. Lilley is still around. Go say hello to him at his studio at 

820 Route 28, Harwich Port. Say hello to his wife Sue, who helps run the art gallery.  

Ed is still taking photos and his beautiful Cape Cod photos are for sale.  

 

Another Special Note: This recap is from 1987. Since then, technology has evolved. Now, 

just scan in that antique photograph into your computer, using your special 4-in-1 printer, 

then print it out on photo paper. It will last far longer than your original. You can also 

preserve your photos in digital files and share by emailing.  Be sure to have your 

important digital files on a back-up CD or flash drive. Your computer may crash and you 

would not want to lose them. 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

 
                               

CCGS Calendar  

 

 

Tuesday, October 5 

  German SIG, 10:00 AM 

 

Tuesday, October 5 

  DNA SIG, 1:30 PM 

 

Wednesday, October 6 

  Board Meeting, 2 PM 

 

Tuesday, October 12 

  Computer SIG, 10:00 AM 

 

Friday, October 15 

  Writers SIG, 10:00 AM 

 

Saturday, October 16 

  50th Anniversary Celebration 

  Genealogy  Day 

   8:30 AM -5:00 PM 

 

Tuesday, October 19 

  Membership Meeting, 10:00 AM 

  Daniel Earl 

  Funeral Homes & Family History:  

  They’re Dying to Meet You 

 

Monday, October 25  

  Irish SIG, 10:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 13 

  Joint Membership Meeting 

  with Falmouth Genealogical Society 

  Lisa Louise Cook, Topic to be Decided 

 

Tuesday, December 21 

  Membership Meeting, 10:00 AM 

  Our Members Share 

 

 

 
   

Do you have a comment or suggestion?  

 

Perhaps you would like to have an article 

considered for submission in the Newsletter? 

 

If so, please drop an email to 

info@capecodgenealogy.org and in the subject 

line, write: For Newsletter Editor 

 

Thank you,  

Newsletter Editor, Pam Eaton 

 

            All photos  

(except for speaker photos) 

    are by 

             Pam Eaton, 

      Newsletter Editor, 

Unless otherwise indicated 

mailto:info@capecodgenealogy.org

