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Annual Meeting 2017
WITH A NEAR CAPACITY CROWD at the Old Yarmouth Inn, CCGS held its annual meeting on 20 June 2017,
where speaker Mark Wentling brought us up to date on how to trace old photographs.
Using many examples from his own family, he told us about the various types of photography that were done
in different time periods. These included Daguerreotype, Ambrotype, Tintype, Carte-de-Visite, and the
Cabinet Card, which was introduced in America in 1866.
Other suggestions Mark gave for our search to identify a
photo were to ascertain the name of the photographer and
the provenance of the photo. Clues might be found in an
analysis of the clothing and poses of those being
photographed, and personal characteristics, such as
whether there is a family resemblance.
He also gave resources: Family Photo Detective by Maureen
A. Taylor, Google Photos, and Photographer’s Identities
Catalog@pic.nypl.org.
—Alice Plouchard Stelzer
Cape Cod Genealogical Society is a qualified section 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Membership Dues and Donations are Tax Deductible as permitted by law.
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DNA Discussion Group

Cape Cod Genealogical Society

The Society launched its new DNA Discussion
Group on July 18th at the Dennis Public
Library. About 30 members attended with a
range of experience levels like “not tested yet”,
“tested and need a lot of help”, and “tested,
used a number of intermediate tools, and found
some new cousins.” The group reviewed
autosomals, Ys, mitochondrials, DNA testing
companies, and other DNA Basics with Everett
Johnson leading the discussion. Mike Carroll
then covered “Ancestry.com Basics” and
“Downloading Your Ancestry DNA Data and
Uploading it to GEDmatch and Family Tree
DNA.” The group also discussed potential
topics and format for future meetings.
The next meeting is planned for Tuesday,
August 15th, at 10 A.M. A principal topic for
discussion will be “Working with Uploaded
DNA Data on GEDmatch.com.”
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FREE Online Nordic Family History
Conference

capecodgenealogy.org

THE FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY and the Research
Specialists of the Nordic Reference team invite
you to a free, week-long conference focused
exclusively on Nordic research. The conference,
September 11-15, 2017, is perfect for beginning
and intermediate genealogists interested in
learning about records of Nordic localities, and
FHL collections.

S I Gs
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS are informal
member gatherings for the purpose of sharing
information, research techniques, data and
references, regarding specific topics or
geographical areas. For more information, see
the society’s website.

To register for the Webinar go to
(https://www.eventbrite.com/myevents/).
—Alice Plouchard Stelzer

Cape Cod Families – 4th Tuesday. Summer: 25 July
and 22 August 2017, 1 p.m., Sturgis Library .
Computer Users – 2nd Tuesday, Dennis Public
Library. Next: 12 September 2017, 10 AM.

Exploring Technology

German – 1st Tuesday; 10 AM – 12 Noon. No
meetings in summer. Next: 3 October 2017.

will meet on the 4th Friday, Aug. 25th

Irish - 4th Monday; 10 AM., Dennis Public Library.
No meetings in July and August.

at Brewster Ladies Library,
downstairs, 10 AM.

Writing Family History – 3rd Friday, 11 AM. Next:
18 August 2017, Brewster Ladies’ Library.
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JOTTINGS FROM JOAN
WARMER TEMPERATURES HAVE finally hit Cape
Cod and our activities slow down for a couple of
months. But, that does not mean that we are
totally dormant for the summer; there is still a
lot going on! Behind the scenes, of course, there
is planning for our 2017-2018 year; but there are
activities that will benefit anyone who is on
Cape Cod during the months of July and
August, before our regular September activities.
By now, you should have heard about a
monthly DNA Discussion Group that began in
July. I want to thank Everett Johnson and Mike
Carroll, two of our “seasonal” members for
offering to get this group started, while they are
back on Cape. You were sent a short
questionnaire, which you still can return, so that
they will be prepared to address the interests of
our local members. There is more information
on page 2.
Of course, speaking of the Dennis Library,
our Genealogy Room is open, as usual, on
Tuesday afternoons (1pm-4pm), Thursdays
(10am- 4 pm), and Saturdays (10am-12noon).
There you can take advantage of free access to
Ancestry.com; AmericanAncestors.org (the website
belonging
to
New
England
Historic
Genealogical Society in Boston), Fold3.com
(mostly military records), and FamilySearch. All
these sites will give you access to valuable
databases to help with your research. In
addition, we have a large assortment of
publications (books, journals, newsletters) and
manuscripts that can help with your family
research. These cover not only Cape Cod, but
also other areas. There is always a volunteer to
assist you and to answer questions you may
have. If you have never been to our Genealogy
Room, you really should take the time to come
in and see what resources we have there.

exceptions to that is Cape Families and the
Writing SIG. Are you writing about your
ancestors? Do you want to write about them,
but do not know how to start? The is the group
to visit and get answers to your writing
questions! Participants in this SIG do not have
to be experienced writers – just interested in
learning how to get started. Our members
consist of people who have been writing for a
while, some who have published their work,
(most have not), people who are writing a
memoir or a family history of one or more of
their ancestors or other historically interesting
individuals … and there are always those who
are new to writing and just need the
encouragement to start or suggestions about
what or who to write about. I encourage you to
stop in to the Brewster Ladies Library, on Friday,
Aug. 18, at 11am, to discover how to tell your
ancestors stories.
Most importantly, enjoy our Cape Cod
summer!!
– joan.frederici@capecodgenealogy.org

HELP WANTED !

WRITERS FOR CCGS JOURNAL
WHO WOULD LIKE TO DESCRIBE:
•
•
•
•
•

An intriguing story of genealogical research
A mysterious genealogical coincidence
A successful genealogical technique
The story of an historic Cape Cod house
Any genealogical topic of interest to others
Tips for writing will be provided.
Deadline for Fall Manuscripts:
September 30, 2017
Questions?
Contact
Carolyn
Weiss,
Coordinator of the Fall 2017 Journal Issue, at:

carlysue01@comcast.net

Most of our Special Interest Groups do not
meet during the summer months. The
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RootsMagic and Ancestry:
Working Together at Last

From the Library
As the United States marks the 100th
anniversary of our entry into World War I,
Internet Genealogy (June/July 2017) gives a
thorough review of sources of information on
WWI military personnel. The armed forces
grew from about 200,000 to over 4 million in the
short time we were in the war! Lisa Alzo
describes using Pinterest for genealogy
research, creating a visual timeline for an
ancestor. She also reports on a new free
scanning app for iPhones called JoyFLIPS,
created with sharing family history in mind. Pic
Scanner Gold, another iOS scanning app, is also
reviewed. Ed Storey describes how he gets
help with his research from others (think online
forums and, family trees), and Sue Lisk offers
tips for better online communications with
fellow researchers.

Last year, RootsMagic announced that it was
were working with Ancestry® to integrate
Ancestry Hints® and Ancestry’s records and
online trees into its software. After months of
development and the feedback of thousands of
testers, they have announced the release of
RootsMagic 7.5, a free update to RootsMagic 7
that adds two amazing new features:
TreeShare™ for Ancestry and the addition of
Ancestry Hints to RootsMagic's WebHints™
feature.
RootsMagic’s TreeShare for Ancestry will
let you move data between your RootsMagic
files on your computers and your personal
Ancestry online trees. You can transfer people,
events, notes, source citations, and even
pictures between the two systems.
RootsMagic users also gain the ability to
easily share and collaborate with others by
giving family members access to their Ancestry
online tree. Using the new TreeShare feature,
family members can then synchronize the latest
changes and additions to both the online tree
and their desktop computers.

The End of an Era
GENEALOGICAL RESEARCHERS “of a certain age”
(i.e., pre-internet) have for decades enjoyed the
convenience of ordering microfilm from the
Family History Library in Salt Lake City to be
examined at local FHL centers. Many a trip to a
remote court house or foreign archive has been
saved, thanks to the LDS enthusiasm for filming
records and making them available to all.
Just as we on Cape Cod are getting
accustomed to having the Sturgis Library a
designated FHL branch library, this situation is
about to change. FamilySearch has announced
that as of 31 December 2017 no more film will be
lent out; all requests must be in by 31 August
2017 and will be honored on a first-come basis.
The plan is to have all filmed records digitized
by 2020. However, there are numerous
unresolved considerations, so it’s best to expect
confusion, both locally and in Salt Lake City, for
some time to come. For more information, see:
Family History Microfilm Discontinuation, at
https://www.lds.org/callings/temple-andfamily-history/familysearch-microfilmdiscontinuation?lang=eng

Free RootsMagic Essentials Software
For those just starting their journey into the
world of genealogy, RootsMagic offers
RootsMagic Essentials, a free version of their
software with a limited set of features tailored
for beginners.
If you already have an account with
Ancestry, RootsMagicEssentials includes the
ability to upload your file to Ancestry or
download your existing online trees from
Ancestry. If you are a subscriber to Ancestry,
RootsMagic Essentials also allows you to search
and view all of the content in your subscription.
Those wishing to compare and transfer
individual records between RootsMagic and
Ancestry will want to use the full-featured
RootsMagic software.
http://rootsmagic.com/ancestry/

—Jane Fletcher Fiske
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